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With  the  exception  of  little  children,  the  mental- 
ly deranged  and  the  hopelessly  senile,  it  would  be  hard 
to  imagine  a  citizen  of  these  United  States  who  has  not 
heard  of  Watergate.  The  buggers  and  burglars  of  Water- 
gate have  been  front  page  news  and  prime-time  televi- 
sion fare  in  recent  days. 

International  diplomacy,  the  Dow  Jones  Averages, 
the  price  of  gold,  the  mood  of  Congress  and  citizen 
morale  have  all  been  affected.  Many  lives  and  many  more 
careers  have  suffered  heavy  damage  and  the  end  is  not 
yet! 

It  is  as  though  a  huge  rock,  long  stationery,  has 
been  dislodged  and  all  manner  of  little  creatures  are 
scurrying  for  shelter  from  a  blinding  sun. 

Over  recent  months  I  have  been  storing  and  sort- 
ing my  feelings  about  Watergate.   Until  today  I  have 
resisted  going  public  with  my  views  because  I  was  not 
ready.   One  should  not  preach  on  such  a  subject  unless 
his  heart  is  broken. 

In  our  prayers  last  Sunday  I  asked  God  to  "Carry 
us  safely  past  the  temptation  to  be  glad  when  others 
go  wrong."   In  Phillips'  rendering  of  I  Corinthians  13, 
we  find  these  words :  "Love  does  not  compile  statistics 
of  evil  or  gloat  over  the  wickedness  of  other  people. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  glad  with  all  good  men  when 
truth  prevails . " 

Being,  in  the  main,  a  member  of  the  loyal  opposi- 
tion vis-a-vis  the  present  administration,  I  confess 
to  early  feelings  of  gratification  that  the  Executive 
Branch  of  our  government  was  getting  its  "comeuppance." 
But  those  initial  feelings,  pardonable  but  unworthy, 


have  given  way  to  a  heavy  sadness  of  spirit  that  this 
nation  has  come  to  such  a  pass. 

In  football  a  major  penalty  is  exacted  for  "piling 
on"  —   for  needlessly  jumping  a  man  already  down.  The 
judicial  process  is  underway  and  one  must  trust  that 
fair  decisions  and  just  penalties  will  be  meted  out.:. 

It  is  rather  my  intention  to  reflect  on  the  mean- 
ing of  Watergate  from  the  point  of  view  of  Biblical 
religion.   The  life  of  man  in  the  light  of  God  is  ever 
the  preacher's  task. 


Watergate  speaks  loudly  to  man' s  need  for  exposure 
to  views  other  than  his  own.   Human  fallibility  is  a 
fact  of  life  and  a  dominant  Biblical  truth.   One  has 
the  distinct  impression  that  our  President  and  his 
aides  developed  in  Washington  an  enclosed  network  of 
like-minded  individuals  that  effectively  sealed  off 
contrary  perceptions  of  reality! 

It  is  human  nature  to  wish  to  be  re-inforced  by 
friends  and  supporters .   But  it  is  a  costly  human  fail- 
ure not  to  listen  to  those  who  differ  with  us.  In  look- 
ing back  over  some  twenty-five  years  in  the  ministry, 
I  find  it  to  have  been  my  experience  that  the  more 
troublesome  members  of  my  congregations  were  frequent- 
ly my  best  friends  in  the  long  run.   I  am  not  speaking 
of  personality  clashes,  but  rather  of  those  who  har- 
bored views  of  the  gospel  and  the  world  that  were  dif- 
ferent from  mine.   Such  members  forced  me  to  earn  my 
certainties  by  making  me  defend  and  in  some  cases  re- 
define them. 

Even  the  most  resolute  of  kings  in  ancient  times 
had  a  few  jesters  on  hand.   An  odd  maverick  now  and 
then  can  be  more  than  worth  his  salary.   One  thinks  of 
Charles  Darwin's  practice  of  always  noting  down  books 
and  ideas  that  differed  from  his  own.   He  felt  that  he 
would  always  remember  those  who  supported  his  views 
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but  that,  human  nature  being  what  it  is,  he  would  tend 
not  to  remember  those  who  differed  sharply  with  him. 

The  insulation  of  which  I  speak  is  graphically 
seen  in  the  startling  phenomenon  of  the  White  House 
Church.   By  holding  those  Sunday  congregations  to  se- 
lected guests,  who  in  turn  are  addressed  by  selected 
preachers ,  prophetic  religion  in  the  land  is  compro- 
mised! 

John  Fry,  in  his  review  of  White  House  Sermons , 
puts  it  this  way:  "Kept  preachers  are  unfailingly 
humorless,  tasteless  and  anti-biblical  -  in  spite  of 
all  their  fondling  of  the  Bible.   They  have  been  used. 
They  are  the  President's  shield.   When  theological 
critics  mount  their  serious  assaults  on  his  Vietnam 
policy,  the  President  has  an  answer,  provided  by  his 
preachers.   'The  critics  have  their  church,'  he  says, 
'I  have  mine. '   So  bombs  away."  1 

Someone  may  say,  "Is  it  not  true  that  in  New 
Testament  days  the  house  church  was  standard?"  The 
answer  is,  "yes."   There  were  no  edifices  like  this, 
so  Christians  met  in  what  might  be  called  house  church- 
es .   But  with  two  startling  differences :   The  whole 
congregation  was  party  to  the  house  church,  and  to- 
gether they  sat  beneath  the  whole  word  of  God. 

You  may  be  interested  to  know  that  the  term  "Water 
Gate"  can  be  found  in  the  Scriptures.   In  the  Bible, 
however,  it  is  two  words,  and  stands  for  something  far 
removed  from  the  Watergate  we  know. 

After  the  Jews  returned  from  exile ,  Ezra  the 
priest  sought  to  have  them  so  order  their  national  life 
that  divine  judgment  would  not  fall  again.   Listen  to 
these  words  from  Nehemiah:  "And  Ezra  the  priest  brought 
the  law  before  the  assembly,  both  men  and  women  and  all 
who  could  hear  with  understanding ,  on  the  first  day  of 
the  seventh  month.   And  he  read  from  it  facing  the 
square  before  the  Water  Gate  from  early  morning  until 
midday,  in  the  presence  of  the  men  and  the  women  and 
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those  who  could  understand;  and  the  ears  of  all  the 
people  were  attentive  to  the  book  of  the  law. 

"And  Ezra  opened  the  book  in  the  sight  of  all  the 
people,  for  he  was  above  all  the  people;  and  when  he 
opened  it  all  the  people  stood.   And  Ezra  blessed  the 
Lord,  the  great  God;  and  all  the  people  answered, 
"Amen,  Amen,"  lifting  up  their  hands;  and  they  bowed 
their  heads  and  worshiped  the  Lord  with  their  faces 
to  the  ground."  (Neh.  8:2,3,5,6) 

Such  is  our  human  fallibility,  that  we  can  ill 
afford  to  cut  ourselves  off  from  those  who  differ  with 
us  much  less  from  God's  free-standing  word. 


Watergate  speaks  loudly  to  the  selfishness  in  us 
all!   Those  who  are  responsible  for  the  Watergate 
fiasco  did  wrong  and  must  bear  the  consequences.   It 
was  curious  that  the  Governor  of  California  should  sug- 
gest in  a  news  release  that  those  who  are  guilty  are 
not  really  criminals  but  simply  illegal.   There  is  a 
class  consciousness  at  work  in  such  a  division  —  as 
though  we  must  somehow  distinguish  between  white  col- 
lar and  leather  jacket  misbehavior.   As  if  a  man  who 
steals  another  man's  wallet  at  gun  point  is  a  criminal 
while  the  man  who  steals  another's  bank  account  by  em- 
bezzlement is  merely  illegal. 

Yet,  it  is  true  that  the  figures  in  this  Water- 
gate saga  are  in  a  sense  victims  as  well  as  perpetra- 
tors.  They  got  caught  up  in  the  same  ferocity  of  am- 
bition, the  same  quest  for  material  abundance  that  all 
of  us,  to  one  degree  or  another,  are  mixed  up  with. 

Kevin  Phillips,  a  campaign  aide  of  Richard  Nixon's 
in  1968,  said  recently,  "The  President's  place  in  his- 
tory is  already  soiled  by  his  appointment  and  mainten- 
ance in  office  of  aides  lacking  any  real  commitment 
either  to  party  or  philosophy,  who  have  treated  the 
United  States  as  cynically  as  if  it  were  their  own 
private  Nicaragua."  2 
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I  have  long  been  concerned  that  the  principle  of 
"extenuating  circumstances"  which  liberals  so  generous- 
ly apply  to  the  poor  is  so  seldom  applied  to  the  rich 
and  the  powerful.   In  all  fairness,  the  rich  and  the 
powerful  can  also  plead  extenuating  circumstances. 
They  operate  in  an  ethos  where  cut-throat  competition, 
the  need  to  succeed  and  material  plenty  are  assumed 
uncritically  to  be  the  way  of  life. 

This  is  why  I  say  that  Watergate  speaks  loudly  to 
the  selfishness  in  us  all.   The  Watergate  investiga- 
tions are  like  a  magnesium  flare  that  soars  up  into 
the  sky  and  illumines  the  whole  of  our  common  life! 

In  frontier  days  Americans  used  to  have  to  con- 
tend with  natural  forces.   But  now,  says  Irving  Sarnoff 
of  New  York  University,  "They  contend  not  against  the 
forces  of  nature  but  against  each  other;  not  against 
unpredictable  shifts  in  the  wind  or  weather  but  against 
the  calculated  plans  of  their  superiors  in  the  organi- 
zation; not  against  the  wrath  of  strange  animals  but 
against  colleagues  and  associates  who  have  ambitions 
identical  to  their  own."  3_   Sarnoff  goes  on  to  describe 
this  madness  as  self-aggrandizement.   I  suggest  that 
this  is  the  jungle  in  which  we  are  all  working ,  some 
of  us  more  graciously  and  civilly  than  others. 

Peter  Howard  sat  down  with  Paul  Tournier ,  the  dis- 
tinguished Swiss  psychiatrist,  and  said,  "Success  was 
my  aim.   I  sought  it  through  power.   And  I  sought  it 
through  money  . . .  most  young  men  like  myself  believed 
that  our  first  duty  to  ourselves ,  our  families  and  our 
nation  was  to  get  ourselves  along  in  the  world.  I_,  for 
one,  never  stopped  to  think  what  sort  of  nation  would 
be  produced  by  millions  of  individuals  all  selfishly 
elbowing , maneuver ing  and  tearing  each  other 's  throats 
to  obtain  for  themselves  a_  larger  cut  off  the  national 
joint.  "  >j_ 

This  is  where  we  are  — ■  captured  by  self-aggran- 
dizement.  We  have  all  had  our  little  Watergates  in 
one  way  or  another <,   The  Cadets  at  West  Point  cheating 
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on  an  examination  is  a  miniature  Watergate.   College 
students  purchasing  term  papers  instead  of  doing  the 
work  themselves,  false  advertising  that  emanates  so 
steadily  from  Madison  Avenue,  price-fixing,  expense 
account  juggling  —  all  such  goings  on  in  our  society 
implicate  us  in  this  recent  scandal. 

After  David  had  taken  Uriah's  wife  and  married 
her  he  was  approached  by  the  prophet  Nathan.   The  seer 
told  him  a  story  about  a  rich  man  who  had  many  flocks 
of  sheep  while  a  neighbor  of  modest  means  had  but  one 
ewe  lamb  to  call  his  own.   The  prosperous  rancher  was 
not  content  but  moved  against  the  poor  man  and  seized 
his  lamb.   David  was  irate:  "As  the  Lord  liveth,  the 
man  that  hath  done  this  shall  surely  die."  Nathan 
turned  to  the  King  and  addressed  him  in  two  terse 
words:  Attu  haish,  "Thou  art  the  man!"   This  is  what 
Watergate  says  to  me.   It  is  not  a  glass  through  which 
we  can  watch  while  others  squirm,  it  is  a  mirror  in 
which  we  see  ourselves. 
Attu  hafsh,  "Thou  art  the  man!" 


Moreover ,  Watergate  speaks  loudly  to  the  need  for 
an  improved  public  attitude  towards  politics  and  poli- 
ticians.  I  contend  that  by  default  most  of  us  have 
failed  the  public  sector.   In  the  main,  we  have  gotten 
the  kind  of  government  that  we  deserve. 

I  went  to  High  School  in  this  city  ages  ago  and 
can  recall  but  one  slim  course  on  Civics  which  was 
taught  with  a  casualness  that  bordered  on  disinterest. 
It  was  a  minor  course.   The  textbook  was  old.   No  one 
seemd  to  care.   We  Americans  have  so  privatized  our 
goals  as  to  reduce  the  public  side  of  life  to  the  level 
of  a  necessary  evil.   The  prevailing  attitude  can  be 
found  in  Sean  0' Casey's  play,  The  Shadow  of  a  Gunman, 
where  Minnie  says,  "The  son  of  poor  oul'  Battle  Owens, 
a  weeshy,  dawny,  bit  of  a  man  that  was  never  sober  an' 
was  always  talking  politics.   Poor  man,  it  killed  him 
in  the  long  run."   Davoren  replies,  "A  man  should  al- 
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ways  be  drunk,  Minnie,  when  he  talks  politics  —  it's 
the  only  way  in  which  to  make  them  important."  5 

I  fear  this  is  where  we  are  as  Christians.   Ac- 
cording to  the  most  recent  figures  63  percent  of  the 
population  in  this  country  is  church  related.   This 
comes  out  to  something  like  131 ,3 89, 642  citizens.   Ap- 
parently in  our  churches  we  are  so  "other-worldly"  in 
our  orientation  or  so  concerned  about  developing  spiri- 
tual inwardness  that  we  have,  by  default,  failed  the 
public  sector.   The  public  sector  ought  to  be  a  matter 
of  concern  for  every  Christian  and  a  matter  of  vocation 
for  many  of  us . 

You  may  not  agree  with  this ,  but  the  thought  has 
occurred  to  me  many  times  in  recent  years  that  we  lean 
too  heavily  on  professional  lawyers  as  a  source  for 
legislative  and  executive  personnel.   We  assume  that 
unless  one  has  had  formal  training  in  law  he  had  best 
stay  out  of  politics.   Law  is  "precedent  oriented,"  not 
"future  oriented."   In  our  national  public  life  we  could 
use  more  doctors,  businessmen,  teachers,  social  workers 
and  homemakers ,  etc.,  to  bring  a  humanizing  and  futuris- 
tic outlook  to  Capitol  Hill.   It  is  the  world  God  loves. 
To  serve  the  world  faithfully,  which  means  in  part  poli- 
tics, Is  to  serve  God  well. 


I  want  my  final  word  to  be  one  of  hope.   It  is  an 
ill  wind  that  blows  no  good  and  the  chastenings  of  Water- 
gate, hold  promise  for  this  republic.   Watergate  holds 
the  promise  of  legislative  reform  in  two  specific  areas. 
First,  there  is  the  promise  of  a  restoration  of  the 
balance  of  power  between  the  executive  and  legislative 
branches  of  government.   Congress,  it  would  appear, 
seems  determined  at  last  to  reassert  its  rightful  place 
in  the  decision  making  process.   We  are  off  to  another 
possible  Vietnam  in  Cambodia,  primarily  on  the  basis  of 
executive  Insight.   I  would  feel  much  happier  about  our 
escapades  in  Cambodia  if  I  knew  that  Congress  was  of  the 
same  mind  as  the  President. 
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Second,  legislative  reform  almost  certainly  will 
touch  on  the  whole  election  process.   Let  me  confess 
to  you  that  I  have  been  utterly  naive  about  that  pro- 
cess.  I  did  not  know  that  either  major  party  would 
budget  an  amount  anything  like  $450,000  for  political 
espionage.   I  never  dreamed  it!   Perhaps  the  most  dam- 
aging out-cropping  of  what  is  going  on  in  the  Water- 
gate hearings  is  the  casual  manner  in  which  partici- 
pants talk  about  their  political  piracy  —  the  way  you 
and  I  talk  about  our  lunch  or  the  subways  or  the  Hud- 
son River.   It  is  bad  enough  to  have  to  believe  that 
it  takes  a  pile  of  money  or  a  lot  of  friends  with  money, 
to  become  a  candidate  for  the  presidency,  but  it 
strains  patriotic  instincts  to  face  up  to  the  fact 
that  once  a  person  has  gained  the  nomination  he  is 
still  not  safe  from  infiltration  by  his'  fellow 
Americans ! 

One  would  think  that  a  process  could  be  arrived 
at  in  which  money  would  not  be  the  dominant  factor, 
and  in  which  candidates  who  have  survived  the  various 
primaries  would  get  a  fair  shake. 

Watergate  holds  the  promise  of  amnesty  for  those 
who  could  not  or  would  not  participate  in  the  fighting 
in  Indo  China.   This  is  one  of  the  critical  items  on 
the  moral  agenda  of  America  at  present,  the  question 
of  amnesty  towards  those  who  refused  to  bear  arms  in 
Vietnam.   The  overwhelming  majority  of  those  who  would 
not  or  could  not  fight  were  men  of  conscience  --  and 
we  can  little  afford  to  be  without  such  people  now. 

An  administration  that  is  itself  in  need  of  mercy 
and  understanding  is  more  likely  to  deal  compassion- 
ately with  the  amnesty  question.   Abraham  Lincoln  found 
it  possible  to  forgive  Confederate  soldiers  who  had 
fought  against  the  nation.   Our  war  resistors  merely 
refused  to  fight  for  our  nation  in  a  tiny  land  far  away. 

And  then  this  point  in  closing:  Watergate  holds 
the  promise  that  this  nation  will  repent.  Repentance 
is  a  Biblical  category  that  sounds  increasingly  strange 
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in  this  non-theological,  non-sacral  society  of  ours. 

Sometime  ago  I  heard  of  a  girl  who  had  lost  all 
ability  to  feel.   Her  tactile  sense  was  gone.   When  I 
first  heard  of  this  I  thought,  "What  an  advantage  this 
would  be  --  to  be  able  to  put  one's  hand  on  a  hot  stove 
or  a  frozen  pipe  and  not  feel  it.   To  be  stuck  with  a 
pin  and  know  no  pain."  But  the  more  I  pondered  this 
rather  strange  medical  phenomenon,  the  more  it  became 
clear  that  the  inability  to  feel  is  a  dominant  liabil- 
ity. 

We  have  been  unable  to  feel  very  deeply  any  of  our 
national  shame.   It  may  be  that  under  the  cataclysmic 
impact  of  Watergate  we  will  begin  again  to  develop  a 
moral  sense.   On  the  other  side  of  authentic  shame  are 
the  waiting  arms  and  forgiving  voice  of  God. 

I  have  entitled  this  sermon,  "Watergate,  Under 
God,  and  All  That."   I  gave  it  that  title  last  Monday 
in  a  cynical  mood,  and  I  am  still  cynical.   I  am  cyni- 
cal that  we  have  the  temerity  in  reciting  the  Pledge  of 
Allegiance  to  use  the  term  "under  God"  when  it  means 
so  very  little  in  our  daily  lives.   If  we  are  "under 
God,"  then  God  must  be  "over  us."  I  don't  have  the 
feeling  that  we  live  in  America  with  a  sense  of  anyone 
being  over  us.   Do  you? 

P.  T.  Forsyth  was  right  years  ago  when  he  said, 
"If  within  us  we  find  nothing  over  us  we  succumb  to 
what  is  around  us."  6   Did  you  catch  in  today's 
Scripture  reading  what  might  be  called  "Decline  and 
fall  in  slow  motion?"  Three  kings  in  a  row,  Uzziah, 
Jotham  and  Ahaz  reigned  over  Judah  in  the  eighth  cen- 
tury B.C.   Uzziah  sought  the  Lord  and  did  His  will. 
Jotham  didn't  seek  the  Lord  but  tried  to  do  His  will. 
Ahaz  didn't  seek  the  Lord  or  try  to  do  His  will  either 
one.   There  was  a  gradual  falling  away  from  the  tran- 
scendent.  When  God  goes,  the  ethical  life  falters. 
Eventually  Judah  went  under. 

Alistair  Cooke  in  his  well  reviewed  television 
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series  on  America  presented  the  13th  and  final  section 
of  that  study  last  week.   Mark  you,  that  whole  series 
was  finished  on  television  tape  before  Watergate  got 
big.   Cooke's  unhopefulness  about  our  future  was  based 
on  our  preoccupation  with  material  abundance  and  the 
sensate  nature  of  our  culture.   One  of  his  closing  re- 
marks is  worthy  of  further  reflection:   "The  race  is 
on  between  decadence  and  vitality."   We  cannot  plead 
"under  God"  should  the  slide  begin,  for  we  are  not 
God's  favorites  above  other  peoples  of  the  earth.  The 
law  of  cause  and  effect  and  the  principle  of  sowing 
and  reaping  will  not  be  suspended  for  us.   God  is  no 
respect or  of  nations,  as  the  Roman  Empire  learned. 

One  of  the  sources  of  vitality  is  repentance  by 
which  the  old  can  fall  away  and  the  new  can  happen. 
Let  these  words  from  II  Chronicles,  the  same  book 
from  which  our  Scripture  came,  be  our  final  word,  for 
it  is  yet  God's  word  to  us  even  as  it  was  His  word  to 
Solomon,  "If  my  people  who  are  called  by  my  name  hum- 
ble themselves,  and  pray,  and  seek  my  face,  and  turn 
from  their  wicked  ways,  then  I  will  hear  from  heaven 
and  will  forgive  their  sins  and  heal  their  land." 
So,  dear  God,  may  it  be! 


CLOSING  PRAYER 

We  place,  ouaazIvqa  begone.  77iee, 
Tkou  God   Ofj  all  men, 

{on  ntpnoo{  and  connection, 

Ion  pandon  and  ntnewal, 

{on  new  dtne.ctA.onA  and  a   jj/tei/i  Atant. 

Oat  o{  oun  pne^cnt  angmuk  and  con{in>ion 
make,  oa  a  uxUeA  and  paneA  people, 
who  will  count  It  joy 
to  do  justly, 
to  love.  meAcy, 

and  to  walk  humbly  with   Tnee,  oixn  God 
Tknougk  Jcaua  CfotiAt  oun  Lond. 

Amen. 
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